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modern Spanish miracles. We copy from a Dublin 
paper of the last month* an account of one of the most 
recent of these " notes of the true Church." 

" Within the last few days (May 18) a report was 
spread in Madrid, that a figure of the Saviour, in the 
Church of St. Francisco the Great, sweated blood and 
water out of gvief for the sale of the church property ! 
Forthwith the people thronged to the place to behold the 
miracle, and there was much excitement. Some of the 
faithful and credulous were heard to declare that they had 
wiped the exudations from the countenance of the graven 
image, whose eyesand mouth others imagined they saw move. 
The ferment was such that the authorities were obliged to 
clear the square in front of the church, and some soldiers re- 
moved the figure from its niche, as no workmen conld be 
got to do it. It need hardly be said, that neither the 
soldiers, nor officers who commanded them, detected any 
supernatural appearance in the image." 

On reading this story we were at once reminded of a 
similar event which took place in the Cathedral of Christ's 
Church, Dublin, about the time of the Reformation. As 
the authenticity of the narrative is unquestionable, and the 
matter excited considerable interest at the time, we think 
many of our readers will be glad to have an opportunity of 
comparing it with the Spanish miracle of our own day. 

When Queen Elizabeth succeeded to the throne of Eng- 
land, in November, 1558, one of the first measures adopted 
by the new government, with reference to the Irish Church, 
was the restoration of the use of the Church service in En- 
glish as it had been adopted in the reign of Edward VI. 
The prospect of a revival of the reformed worship was little 
pleasing to the move bigoted of the Romish party, who 
were ready to go any length, or have recourse to any ex- 



one of the proud boasts of the Church of Rome that she 
is unchangeable. In one respect we are ready to acknow- 
ledge that there is some truth in the assertion — she is 
unchangeable in the devices she has recourse to, in order 
to impose upon the credulity of mankind. 

We have not space to discuss the notable modern 
miracle of the winking image of the Virgin at Rimini, or 
any other of the stories of the same class which abound in 
every part of Italy. On some future occasion we may 
return to the subject. Meanwhile, we request our readers 
seriously to consider how far a Church, professing to be 
guided by a love of truth and sincerity, can be justified in 
having recourse to such deliberate fraud and imposture. 
We have seen that this is no new practice of the Church 
of Rome. From the twelfth century downwards, honest 
and impartial writers have complained of the atmosphere 
of falsehood and deceit which hung, like a thick cloud, 
over the religious services of the Church of Rome. To 
this day the Romish divines do not venture to defend the 
absurd legends of their own Breviary, many of which we 
have recently exposed at length in former numbers of 
this journal. Now, what defence can be offered for these 
lying legends and false miracles? If the rulers of the 
Church of Rome were really in earnest in their professed 
love of truth, they could have no difficulty in rooting out 
of their system all such " refuges of lies." If, according 
to the laws of our realm, the forgery of the Queen's sig- 
nature justly subjects the offender to a heavy punish- 
ment, what shall we think of the conduct of those persons 
who take part in, or give countenance to, the perpetration 
of a false miracle, which is nothing less than a wicked 
attempt to give to a lie the attestation of the God of Truth ? 
And if, in fine, the gift of miracles claimed by Bellarmine 



pedient, rather than resign, without a struggle, the use of for his Church, is to be estimated by the specimens which 



the Latiu Mass. Something must be done, now or never, 
to keep up the reputation of the old superstition ; and a 
miracle appeared the most suitable expedient. 

On Sunday, September 3, 1559, the Lord Lieutenant, 
(Sir Anthony St. Leger), the Archbishop of Dublin, and the 

rest of the Privy Council, were assembled in Christ's Church THE HISTORY OF THE DOUAY BIBLE 

Cathedral, and the Litany was sung in English, as part of , ~ ... „ ., „ _.., , .. 

the divine service. » There was in that Cathedral" (we Th . e ^f *? <* the , P"^ B,b '°' R " d th ?, various stops 

, . _ _ , . . ~ . . . . v _ anil «ttMnnre \m whmh it has Yw^nn hni^n rrhf t.. .to mt**nsmt- 

copy the words of the historian, Strype)t an image of 
Christ in marble, standing with a reed in his hand, and the 



we have indifferently selected from France, Spain, and 
Ireland, we think the learned Cardinal has no reason to 
pride himself on such notes of the true Church. 



crown of thorns on his head. And, while service was say 
ing before this great assembly, blood was seen to run 
through the crevices of the crown of thorns, trickling down 
the face of the crucifix. The people did not perceive it at 
first ; therefore, some, who were in the fraud, cried out to 
one another, and bade them see how our Saviour's image 
sweat bload ! Whereat several of the common people fell 
down with their beads in their hands, and prayed to the 
image. Vast numbers flocked to the sight, and one present, 
who, indeed, was the contriver, and formerly belonged to 
the priory of this cathedral, told the people the cause — 
namely, ' That he could not choose but sweat blood, while 
heresy was then come into this church.' The confusion 
hereupon was so great that the assembly broke up ; but the 
people still fell upon their knees, thumping their breasts. 

" But the Archbishop of Dublin, being displeased, caused 
a form to be brought out of the choir, and bade the sexton 
of the church to stand thereon, and to scrub and wash the : 
image to see if it would bleed afresh. The man soon per- I 
ceived the cheat, observing a sponge within the hollow of | 
the image's head. This sponge, one Leigh, sometime a : 
monk of this cathedral, had soaked in a bowl of blood, and, I 
early on Sunday morning, watching his opportunity, placed 
the said sponge, so swollen and heavy with blood, over the 
image's head within the cro.vn ; and so, by little and little, 
the blood soaked through upon the face. The sponge was 
presently brought down, and showed to these worshippers ; i 
and some of them arrested Father Leigh, who was soon ' 
discovered, and three or four others that had been con- 
trivers with him. 

" The Archbishop, the next Sunday, preached in the 
same church, before the Lord Lieutenant and the council, 
upon the text (2 Thess. ii. 11)—' God shall tend them 
strong delusion, that thry should believe a lie ;' exposing 
the cheats, who openly stood there with Father Leigh, 



and attempts by which it has been brought to its present 
state, has lately received an elucidation more full and 
complete than we had hoped ever to possess. 

The Ven. Henry Cotton, Archdeacon of Cashel, has 
published a work, entitled " Rhemes and Douay — an 
attempt to show what has been done by Roman Catho- 
lics for the Diffusion of the Holy Scriptures in English." 
Oxford, 1855. 

The importance of such a work is very great. The 
Church of Rome claims to have sole power of giving 
the true sense of Scripture. She boasts that to her it be- • 
longs to judge of translations and supply interpretation. 
What can be more important than to be able to know 
how the Church of Rome has fulfilled her duty in this 
respect ? 

We have, from time to time, called attention to this 

subject ; but we have felt deeply how much remains to 

be done before this subject could be fully treated. We 

I felt the necessity of the various and successive editions 

I being collected and arranged before the history of the 

| Douay Bible could be fully known ; and we hardly 

hoped to see so great a task efficiently performed. 

The manner in which this task lias been performed by 
Dr. Cotton is deserving of admiration. With vast la- 
bour he has collected all the editions, and noted their 
several peculiarities, both in the text and the notes, and 
also the " approbations" given to each. 

The tone and temper of Dr. Cotton's work is equally 
deserving of approval. He has, of course, to give 
quotations in which Roman Catholics and Protestants 
say very hard things of each other; but all that is writ- 
ten by Dr. Cotton himself is precisely in that temper 
which we desire to maintain — giving credit where credit 
is due, and speaking with moderation where censure is 
required. 

We invite the attention of the Roman Catholic priests 
to Dr. Cotton's work. We trust they will feel their 



upon a table before the pulpit, with their hands and legs obl 'gation t0 a Protestant clergyman, who has given 
tied, and their crime written upon their breasts. This them what the y must feel was wantimr— a historv of 
punishment they suffered three Sundays, were imprisoned ! th ?'f '" vn , translatl ° n ,°f the Bible 



-a history of 



for some time, and then banished the realm. This con- 
verted above one hundred persons present, who swore they 
would never hear Mass more." 

We make no apology for the length of the foregoing 
interesting and instructive extract ; and we are sure that 
our readers will at once perceive how closely it resembles 
the recent Spanish miracle of the 18th of last May. In 
both cases the priests had a direct personal motive for 
their conduct. In Ireland, they wished to retain the old 
Latin liturgy ; in Spain, they wanted to prevent the sale of the 
Church lands. In both cases the pretended miracle was pre- 
cisely the same — namely, the production of the appearance 
of drops of blood upon the face of an image of our Saviour. 



The book is not the less valuable from Dr. Cotton 
having confined himself to ascertaining facts — " My 
chief object has been to ascertain facts, to supply cor- 
rect information, to collect and arrange materials, from 
which my readers may be enabled to draw their own 
conclusions, and to pursue the subject, if they choose, to 
the full extent which its importance may be thought to 
justify. All which I propose to do here is to exhibit the 
present state of the Roman Catholic Bible in these 
countries, and to trace the successive steps and stages by 
which it has been brought to that condition." 

Our readers may remember an article in our numberfor 
June, 1 853, in^ which we showed in what a vast number 



In Dublin, the energy and sagacity of Archbishop 1 ?' Ptocsthe Douay Bibles now in use differ from the 
Curwen at once detected the imposture; and, doubtless,! Douay Bibles first published, and the importance of 
if the present Archbishop of Madrid had been a man of many of the alterations. Wether, stated our inability 

♦U« . r --___ . - +r> m.Tfl l\ till! llltt^r,. dt <lll tllilen ,.\t nr .irna TO. .4. -.11 *1.:~ 



the same stamp, the exposure of the Spanish miracle 
would have been just a9 crushing and complete. It is 

« ride DaSy Erprca, May S6, 1855. 

t Strype, life of Archbishop Parker, vol. I., p. 90. Oxford edition. 



to give a full history of all these changes. But all this 
has been cleared up by Dr. Cotton's labours. We can- 
not, of course, go through his observations on each 
separate edition, many of which were mere reprints of 
former editions, but Dr. Cotton gives a classification of 



the various Roman Catholic translations and editions — 
viz. : — 

I. Those which have been published by authority. 

II. Those put forth by individuals. 

Among the former he reckons — (1) Rhemish Testa- 
ment, published in 1582, 1600, 1C21, 1C33, 1738,1788, 
1789. 

(2). Douay Bible (Old Testament), published in 1609- 
10, and again in 1635, and never since. 

(3). Dr. Challoner's revised Old Testament, published 
in 1750, and often since reprinted. 

(4). Dr. Challoner's New Testament ; first edition, 
1749; second edition, 1750; third edition, 1752. The 
second of these editions differed from the first in 124 
places. The third differed from the first in more than 
2,000 places (p. 49). 

Dr. Cotton classifies other later editions, which are not 
without interest, but the above are the most important, 
because Dr. Challoner's second edition of the Old Tes- 
tament, and his third edition of the New Testament, are 
the basis of all the Roman Catholic translations now in 
circulation, although several of the editions in circulation 
still differ more or less from each other; but to Dr. Chal- 
loner belongs the credit of the greater number of differences 
between the old and modern Roman Catholic Bibles, 
which we noticed in our number for June, 1 853. 

The things which have been most insisted upon by 
Roman Catholics respecting translations of the Scripture 
have been — (1) approbation by the authority of the 
Church ; (2) notes directing to the true sense of Scrip- 
ture. The facts collected by Dr. Cotton are most im- 
portant in both respects. 

Dr. Cotton gives the " approbations" prefixed to each 
addition, with a table of all the "approbations," in page 
172. 

From this table it appears that up to the year 1783 
— that is, until seventy-two years ago — no edition of the 
Roman Catholic Bible ever had the approbation 
of a Roman Catholic bishop prefixed to it ; up to that 
time the "approbations" or recommendations were all 
from Roman Catholic divines, who were not bishops. 

It further appears that Dr. Challoner's editions of the 
Old Testament had no "approbation" from either divines 
or bishops. Dr. Challoner's first edition of the New 
Testament, published in 1749, had an "approbation" 
from two divines, but not from any bishop. His second 
edition had none. His third edition, which differed in 
2,000 places from his first, and which is the basis of all 
the modern editions, had none ! The modern Roman Ca- 
tholic Bibles have, therefore, sprung from the learned 
labour, the private judgment, of an individual bishop, 
and though subsequent bishops have, given to his trans- 
lation an "approbation" which the bishops of his own 
time did not give, yet I hey also acted on their private 
judgment ; there is no English translation of the Scrip- 
ture authorized by the Church of Rome ; the approbation 
of Roman Catholic bishops is a late invention, only seventy 
years old, and docs not give the authority of the Church 
of Rome to the translations so approved ; for if there were 
an " authorized translation" of the Church of Rome, how 
could Bishop Kenrick have made a new one in 1849? 

There is much more in Dr. Cotton's book, which shows 
of how little value or weight these "approbations" are ; 
but we must be content for the present with the fore- 
going, which is quite enough to prove that there is no 
English translation of the Bible authorized by the Church 
of Rome, and that the Douay translation, as it now stands, 
is the fruit of " private judgment." 

The same conclusion is true of the notes in the Douay 
Bible. Nearly all the original notes have been rejected. 
The present notes in the Douay Bible have nothing to 
rest on, but the private judgment of persons whose names 
even we often do not know. We quote from Dr. Cotton's 
book, p. 167, the evidence given by Dr. Doyle before a 
committee of the House of Lords, A.l). 1825 — "The 
notes carry, in our editidns of the Bible, no weight, for 
we do not know the writers of many of them. If we find 
them clear enough in explanation of doctrine, we leave 
them there; butwhenevcrwe find anything exceptionable, 
we put it out" (Report, &c). Dr. Cotton's brief comment 
upon this appears to us to he very forcible—" It is 
difficult to prevent the question from continually recur- 
ring to one's mind — that if notes are of no authority and 
no weight, what is the paramount necessity (as alleged) 
for their being always appended to the text V" 

AVe shall often have to recur to Dr. Cotton's valuable 
labours, and we recommend his book to all who are desi- 
rous of knowing the history and authority of the Douay 
Bible, with a strong conviction that the perusal of it will 
tend to lead intelligent Roman Catholics to a more fear- 
less and diligent study of Holy Scripture. 

•♦ 

LA SALETTE. 
(Continued from page 67.) 
On the evening of the 19th September the two shepherds 
described the apparition of the beautiful lady to their res- 
pective masttis, who treated it very lightly, Melanie's de- 
claring that he attached no faith to the recital (Verite, p. 
.46), and Maximin's master not even taking the trouble to ac- 
company the two children to the cure's house, when they 
went there the next day, Sunday, the 20th, before Mass, to 
tell the whole to the cure. So little did he mind what he 
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A, that he took Maximin to Corps, without allowinghim 
time to hear Mass, at which neither one or other were pre- 
sent, and the young shepherd did not return to La Salette 
(Verite, p. 48). 

M.Perrin,CnreofLaSalette,however,though8carce1y in- 
formed by the children of the event of the day before, made it 
the subject of his sermon ; his intentions were Tery good with- 
out doubt, but he stammered in such a way that no one 
knew what he wanted to say. At this point, the members 
of the municipal council, when they met together after 
Mass, and were interrogated by the Mayor, M. Peytard, "if 
there were any of them who could make out what Monsieur 
the Cure had wished to say in his sermon," all answered, 
•'no" (Nouveau Reeit de l'Apparition, par Mgr. Villecourt, 
p. 198). 

The earnestness of M. the Cure Perrin had been without 
result at La Salette. The good old man in the earnestness 
of his zeal, however, departed that very evening for Gre- 
noble, and, having completed in the one night a journey of 
forty miles, which separates his parish from that city, he 
recounted this great event to his bishop. 

Doubtless the good Cure was able to make himself better 
■uderstood than he had done the day before to his parish- 
ioners ; for on the very day after — viz., the 22nd September 
— Mgr. de Bruiilard. the Bishop of Grenoble (then an old 
man of eighty-one),* having gone to Corenc for the closing 
of the annual retreat of the governesses nuns, then collected 
together in the convent there to the number of 400, him- 
self announced to them the great news, and those 400 sis- 
ters, who separated that very day to return to their respec- 
tive schools, spread over the whole extent of a diocese of 
600,000 souls, proceeded in their turn to announce it to 
the respective scholars under their care ; more than 
20,000 children who frequented these schools repeated what 
they had heard to their respective families, and thus, in less 
than five or six days, the apparition of the Holy Virgin on 
the mountain of La Salette was known through the whole 
diocese, and the parishes which adjoin it. No inhabitant of 
tbeeountry dreamed of calling it intodoubt ; how could they, 
when it was on the credit of their bishop that it had been 
Announced to them ? 

The Cure Perrin is a man of simple manners and lan- 
guage (Verite, p. 83). He was seventy years of age, and 
had exercised his ministry for forty years at La Salette and 
other parishes of the Canton de Corps ; the event which 
he had heralded had earned for him the right of ending his 
days at La Salette, but his simplicity might have been 
compromising, after the official announcement of the fact 
by Mgr. de Bruiilard, and he was carried off from his parish 
.and banished to St. Sixte, a little hamlet of the Canton of 
St. Geoire, more than sixty miles from La Salette. This 
change was effected ten days only after the 19th September, 
and operated to the profit of another Perrin (Verite, p. 
83). 

As for the shepherd Maximin, a liar hy nature, and 
without education or discipline (Verite, p. 39, &c.), such a 
witness remaining on the spot might also become indiscreet. 
He returns, therefore, to Corps, not to his family, but in the 
character of a boarder in the house of the nuns, who were 
the teachers of the parish (Verite. p. 42). Under this con- 
tinued surveillance his levity would no longer be attended 
with any danger. 

As for Melanie, she alone remained at La Salette ; she 
was fourteen years of age, but " she was careless, lazy, and 
pouting to that extent that she was unwilling even to 
answer those who interrogated her (Verite, pp. 44-45). 
With such a character, Melanie was not likely to be com- 
promising. 

While all these things were takingplace apart from Mdlle. 
Lamerliere, the Lady of La Salette took the road to Notre 
Dame du Laus (Diocese of Gap), and arrived there on the 
26th September. She was welcomed by the nuns who 
manage the establishment appropriated to pilgrims, and was 
lodged in a chamber on the ground floor. She did not 
wish to have anything to do with the persons whose piety 
had attracted them to Laus ; her dignity would not permit 
it ! This language astonished the good and humble nuns, 
and they manifested their surprise. " I am here," said the 
stranger, " to pursue the mission which I commenced at 
La Salette ; Mother of God, I come to bring you news of 
heaven!" More and more surprised, the nuns went to 
impart to their superior the language which had struck 
them so much, and, when they returned together, they 
found the stranger clad in an emblematical robe, with cross. 
pincers, and hammer, nothing wanting ; they heard her 
repeating the same language, and the moment they set 
about making some observations on her, the Lady of La 
Salette made her escape from thorn through the window, 
and took a rapid flight over the side of the mountain, with 
her aerial costume. 

They hastened to give information on the subject to the 
Bishop of Gap ; but while he sends to Laus to obtain such 
exact information as would enable him to act, they came to 
tell him, that a strange lady, clothed in a white costume, 
with flowers and emblems of the passion of our Lord, had 
presented herself as the Mother of God in a hotel at Gap. 
Mgr. Deperry at once took on himself the duty of putting 
* stop to these pious freaks ; the lady, however, by de- 
parting precipitately, relieved him of this trouble. 

The shepherds of La Salette are, therefore, no longer 
the so!e heralds of the event of the 19th Sept. (page 72) ; 
tbe nuns of Laus, and mine hosts of the hostelry of Gap, 

* Be in bor.i in 1785.— See " La Salett? iterant la I aps," p. 41. 



are henceforth called on to share in this task. The appa- 
rition cannot fail to make noise enough. 

All had been effected for the Alps, something already 
done for the department l'lsere ; it was in TIsere that the 
self-esteem of Mdlle. Lamerliere had been wounded by 
the legal decision which placed her nnder tutelage ; it is 
there, therefore, that it behoved her to make the event re- 
sound, which was to compensate for all her mortification. 
She arrives at Tullins, a town between St. Marcellin 
and Grenoble, in the end of September; there she finds 
an asylum at the house of a schoolmistress, who soon 
became her faithful companion. Her feet were bruised by 
the fatigue of her journey, and the course she had taken 
over the rocks of the Alps. She received, for some days, 
the attentions of her hostess, and those of a young gover- 
ness, Mdlle. F , and they bathed her feet with spiced 

wine, and bound them up with soothing bandages. Touched 
with these marks of affectionate kindness, Mdlle. Lamer- 
liere soon yielded them her full confidence. "It was in ful- 
ailing her mission at La Salette that she was reduced 
to this state, but God had rewarded her zeal, and willed 
that her supernatural character should be recognised by 
all, even by the animals who climbed the holy mountain ; 
for that, in descending from La Salette, an ass had bent 
his knees before her, in a part of the road where no acci- 
dent was possible." The young F and her companion 

listened and sighed and redoubled their care for their incur- 
able patient. The 1st October arrived. At Parmenie, a hill 
which overlooks Tullins, there is an oratory, long served 
by a priest, who was attached to the petite egVse, and, 
since his death, was a place of pilgrimage, confided to the 
care of the Capuchin fathers, and afterwards to the friars 
of Marie. The 4th October was the Sunday of the 
Rosary ; the pilgrimage had drawn there a number of the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring country. Mdlle. Lamer- 
liere learned this, and, notwithstanding the pain which the 
ascent of the Parmenie caused her, she mounts to the 
chapel, clothed in the costume of La Salette, and proceeds 
there again to announce herself as the Mother of God, as 
deputed by her Son to visit mankind with intentions of 
mercy and pardon. 

While Mdlle. Lamerliere was performing these various 
evolutions, the apparition of the Holy Virgin, at La 
Salette, had begun to be spread abroad by the sisters of La 
Providence, to whom the Bishop of Grenoble had an- 
nounced it, on the 22nd September. The conducteur 
Fortin heard it spoken of, and immediately thought of 
Mdlle. Lamerliere and her conversation with him, on their 
journey ; he had no doubt that it was her doing, and that 
the shepherds were the dupes of their own simplicity. The 
eccentricities of Mdlle. Lamerliere were well known at 
Tullins ; but when Fortin shrugged his shoulders at some 
medals, which. w«r&£hown him struck off in boneoc-of our 
Lady of La Salette, exclaiming "La Salette! it is alia 
trick of Mdlle. Lamerliere,'' his language was considered 
improbable and absurd. He explained, however, his 
reasons for this opinion, and, while actually discussing 
them, providence permitted that Mdlle. Lamerliere should, 

at that very moment, come in to visit the family M . 

Far from being disconcerted at the sight of her, Fortin 
laughed, and commenced the history of their journey to- 
gether. Madame M relieved him from proceeding, 

and, taking on herself the conversation, repeated to Mdlle. 
Lamerliere all that Fortin had just said. " You ought 
not to believe the conducteur," she contented herself with 
answering coldly ; " that would do injury to religion." 
Fortin laughed again ; he was obliged at the time to rejoin 
his Diligence; but, some days after, in passing through 
Tullins, he espied Mdlle. Lamerliere, and accosted her, say- 
ing — " Wo are here alone to-day, all disguise would beuse- 
less, tell me what whim induced you to go to La Salette to 
play the Holy Virgin V" In vain Mdlle. Lamerliere seeks to 
escape from her questioner, he had her in his grasp, and 
recalled to her mind all the confidential disclosures of the 
carriage. She was overcome and reduced to say to him, 
" Well! bo it so, you arc at liberty yourself to disbelieve ; 
but, at least, allow others to believe ; that will be for the 
good of religion !" 

Since this definite reply, Mdlle. Lamerliere has met 
Fortin many times, but has always refused to speak to 
him ; she pretends even never to have known him. 

In the course of the month of November, 1840, one of 
the persons who played the most active part in the affairs 
of La Salette came from the Canton of Corps to Grenoble, 

to superintend a legal affair with his attorney, M. Z . 

When interrogated by M. Z , in the presence of his 

chief clerk, upon tho great event of La Salette, he at 
first contented himself with smiling, and making no answer; 
but when, pressed again and again, he was reduced to the 
necessity of speaking, it was only to make this decisive re- 
velation — " We all know in the locality that the appa- 
rition was the act of Madame X and of Made- 
moiselle Lamerliere!" 

Such an unequivocal admission, made within two 
months after the 19th September, at a period, too, when 
no one was thinking of Mademoiselle Lamerliere, would, 
in itself, be sufficient to remove all doubt, even if any re- 
mained after the details already given." 

Thus far we have followed the Abbe Deleon in detail, 
translating his narrative of the events with a verbatim ex- 
actness, which may not be quite agreeable to our more culti- 
vated readers. Our limited space, however, warns us that 
we must abridge what remains within a narrower compass 



than it occupies in the elaborate and painfully-interesting 
volume, in which the writer has exposed, in so masterly a 
manner, every stage of the proceedings, by which this gross 
imposture has been given currency to among a certain 
party in France. 

Dr. Ullathome, in page 38 of his pamphlet in advocacy 
of the truth of the apparition, entitled "The Holy 
Mountain of La Salette," makes the following statement : — 

" Miracles, through the instrumentality of the water of 
the fountain, began to be reported at a very early period, 
and, as the cases increased in numbers, they began also 
to be inquired into. 

" On the first anniversary of the apparition, a most ex- 
traordinary and unlooked-for spectacle took place on the 
mountain. The anniversary occurred on a Sunday. It 
was anticipated that far greater than the usual number of 
pilgrims would come, and in order that the obligations of 
the Sunday might be satisfied, the bishop allowed Mass to 
be said for the pilgrims. But, to the astonishment of 
every one, for no measure had been taken, either to invite 
or draw persons together, and the clergy of the diocese 
were yet under the injunction of silence, from fifty to 
sixty thousand persons, of all classes, came together on the 
mountain. They arrived from all parts of France, and 
even from other countries. Amongst them were two 
hundred and fifty clergymen. Though as yet there was 
neither habitation nor place of shelter, and the rain fell 
heavily fromeight the night before until ten next morn- 
ing, fifteen hundred persons passed the night on the 
mountain. And by one in the morning, illuminating the 
darkness with torch-light, the head of a procession began 
to ascend the mountain, whilst its farther extremities 
extended some twelve or fifteen miles along the various 
roads in the directions of Gap and Grenoble, besides 
crowding the different paths of the mountain ; and every 
hour of the morning poured some thousands of persons 
upon the scene of the apparition. Two altars were erected, 
and covered over with sheds, and on these the holy sacrifice 
was offered, some thirty or forty times. Pressed together 
as this vast multitude was, yet by all accounts there was no 
disorder. Only four gensdarmes were on the spot, and 
their sole occupation was to open the passage to the altars 
for the communicants, or to the fountain, for those who 
came to drink of its waters. A thick cloud covered the 
mountain, and filled the valleys beneath, so that for a 
considerable time the pilgrims could only see the masses 
of human heads buried in the fog at a hundred paces from 
where they severally stood, though the whole breadth of 
the mountain resounded with pious canticles. At last the 
sun raised the cloud from the top of the mountain, and 
revealed the entire scene, whilst the stream of fresh arri- 
vals were emerging out of the mists that still lay below. 
The Magnificat wascliauntod in- two choirs by some thirty 
thousand voices. And then, an ecclesiastic, tall of stature, 
and with stentorian voice, rose up above the multitude, 
and cried out over the vast assembly — " My brethren, 
let us pray for France." Then one common emotion 
united the hearts of all in one, and their prayers for 
their country were offered tip with many tears. Mary 
had indeed called her people together through the voice 
of her young apostles. They were there, those two sim- 
ple children, almost forgotten in the multitude. And it 
was only a year since they had been there alone, with 
Mary in their company. There has never been such an 
assemblage, though the anniversary has not once passed 
without calling together many thousands." 

M. L'Abbe Deleon, in page 78, gives us a somewhat 
more credible account of the scene — 

" The anniversary day approached ; they took care to 
spread a report through the country that the Holy Virgin 
would appear a second time on the 19th September, 1847. 
From all sides were seen pilgrims, drawn there by curiosity. 
In arriving at the mountain, on the day indicated, they all 
pressed about the chapel, they pray, they wait, they invoke 
the realization of the promise which had been made to 
them. It was needful to satisfy their pious credulity, to 
fortify their faith in La Salette. M. Gcrin, curate of the 
Cathedral of Grenoble, undertakes this charge, and, in a 
mystical address, utters these words — ' If the Holy Virgin 
has not appeared on this mountain, she is under obligation 
to show herself to-day ; if she does not show herself there, 
it is because she has already appeared' (Verite, par MM. 
Orcel et Rousselot, page 99). And as all the auditors, 
with their eyes raised to the sky, waited with a holy awe, 
hoping still "for a new apparition, M. Gerin has recourse 
to a pious stratagem — describes the splendour of the appa- 
rition of 1846, and speaks 'of angels placed at the windows 
of heaven to contemplate the Holy Virgin in the for ever 
happy moment when she was descending the preceding 
vear upon the holy mountain.' He then announced that 
the holy mysteries would be celebrated at La Salette by 
a special authority from the bishop, without interruption, 
to the 3rd October, .and that thus, for fifteen days, 
hymns in honour of Mary would resound upon the holy 
mountain." 

Dr. Ullathome, the pilgrim from Birmingham, and the 
Abbe Deleon, of Grenoble, differ as widely upon other 
matters of fact ; as to which, we think it much more likely 
that a B'rench priest, resident on the spot, should be r.ccu- 
ratcly informed than an English pilgrim, even though he 
may be a bishop. 

Dr. Ullathome asserts, page 50, that " a vast conver- 
sion has taken place. Swearing has ceased amongst the 
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jneuntaineers, and the Sunday is observed to a very great 
extent There is a great religious change in all the south 
Of France, and the pilgrimage to La Salette has been a 
main instrument of this conversion." 

MM. Rousselot and Oreel, in pp. 94 and 208 of their 
report, also assert that '« though the population of the Can- 
ton of Corps amounts to between five and six thousand 
souls, there are not a hundred who are not converted !" 

"But," says M. Deleon, p. 105, "the pilgrim stran- 
gers who traverse the country on every side to reach La 
Salette see the inhabitants working on Sundays just as they 
did before ; see them eat meat on prohibited days, as they 
did before ; and hear them blaspheming the name of God, as 
they did before; though these three grave faults are pre- 
cisely those of which the lady had complained upon the 
mountain, and which had provoked her menaces. 

" The establishment of these facts by all the pilgrims 
rendered it needful for M. Rousselot to change his ground, 
and in another work of his, published 3 years afterwards, 
in 1850 (" Nouvcaux Documents sur L'livenemcnt de La 
Salette," page 26J, ha pleads the contrary cause. In speak- 
ing of the revolution of 184S, in which he finds the accom- 
plishment of the first prophetic words of the Lady, and the 
secret of the two shepherds, he adds, ' who knows if the other 
parts of the prophecy may not also have their terrible ac- 
complishment, if the people are not converted.' " 

Which of these two statements is most to be relied on? 
If the former, MM. Rousselot and Orcel, through inad- 
vertence, no doubt, have forgotten to tell us why " the rocks 
■were not changed into corn, and the potatoes self-sown on 
(he lands" according to the formal promise of the pro- 
phecy ! — See last No. of Catholic Layman, p. 66. 

Dr. Ullathorne, p. 96, proceeds thus — 

" I will now select a few examples of these miracles, and 
will give a brief account of them. Those who wish to 
read the attestations may refer to them, as they are re- 
corded in the works I have so often quoted. 

" Sister St. Charles Pierron, of the Hospitalieres of St. 
Joseph of Avignon, was reduced to the last stage of de- 
cline ; for eight years she had been compelled to lie in bed, 
and besides the severe affection in her lungs, had violent 
pains of stomach, frequent spittings of blood, dysentery, 
and a continuous slow fever. In December, 1846, her 
sufferings became much aggravated, her throat, tongue, and 
palate grew ulcerated, and emitted a fetid odour ; she had 
great difficulty in swallowing, as well as in speaking so as 
to make herself understood; and from that time until the 
16th of April, 1847, the day of her cure, she took no solid 
food, and only a small quantity of fluid daily. In the 
month of February, her two physicians, to quote the attes- 
tation of one of them, 'gave her up to her sad destiny." 
The superioress of the community had a great desire to 
obtain a confirmation of the evidence of the two children 
of La Salette; and as the muladies-of Sister St. Charles 
bad been long and publicly known, she selected her case 
in preference to that of any other of the sick of her com- 
munity. But when it was proposed to Sister St. Charles, 
that her cure should be sought through our Lady of La 
Salette, this good religious declared that she had no 
desire to recover her health, as it would keep her from 
eternity. The superioress urged the proposal upon her 
repeatedly ; but as the sister continued reluctant, the supe- 
rioress used her authority, and told her that she had no 
right to consider herself, but only the glory of God and 
the augmentation of the honour of the Blessed Virgin. 
Sister St. Charles then consented, and expressed a convic- 
tion that she should be healed, and a small quantity of the 
water of La Salette was provided for her to drink. She 
was requested to point out herself the exercises to be fol- 
lowed during the novena. Each day of that novena, a 
sister of the community went to holy communion in repa- 
ration for the sins of blasphemy and the profanation of the 
Sunday, which the Blessed Virgin had pointed out. There 
were three fasts for the same intention, and each day the 
community recited the Salva Regina, three Aves with the 
invocation, O Mary conceived without sin, &c, and the 
Mater Admirabilis. 

"On the seventh day of the novena, Sister St. Charles 
was not only worse, but swooned and cast up a great 
quantity of blood. Seeing her condition, the superioress 
said to her — 1 1 think the Blessed Virgin is going to cure 
you by sending you to heaven." Whereupon the sister 
replied — 'All my maladies do not weaken my confidence ; 
as I have only three days more to suffer, I pray our good 
Mother not to spare me.' In fact, she would have every- 
thing made ready, and begged that her habit and veil, 
which had not been used for a long time, might be put by 
her bedside. On the Friday morning, the day before the 
conclusion of the novena, after a very bad night, she spat 
blood as usual. The community on that morning antici- 
pated their general communion for her, as the Bishop of 
Chalon said the Mass in their chapel. This was a trial to 
Sister St. Charles, as she had hoped the following day 
to make her communion with them. She was planning in 
her mind to ask for a general communion again for the 
following morning, in which she hoped to be able 
» join, and was full of this thought, when she sud- 
denly lelt a great revolution in her frame, her maladies 
ceased at once, and she felt, to use her own expression, as 
a a invisible hand had raised her up. She cried out, ' I 
am healed.' Sister St. Joseph, who was in bed in the 
same room, did not understand what she said, and thought, 
on the contrary, that she was becoming worse ; she was 



the more alarmed, as she was alone at this moment, and 
too ill herself to go and help her. Sister St. Charles 
hearing her weep, quitted her own bed and went herself to 
console her. She did the same to the portress, who looked 
after the convent dming Mass, and was terribly frightened 
at hearing some one running about the room in which she 
had only left sick people in bed. She came rushing in 
quite out of breath and feeling quite ill. Sister St. Charles 
calmed her, gave her something to drink, as well as to 
the Sister St. Joseph, and assured them that she was cured. 
She then went down to the chapel, and beard the remainder 
of the Mass, kneeling without any support. Her two 
physicians were astounded when they saw her, and declare 
in "their testifications that they could not believe their own 
eyes. She joined the labou s of tic community, was as 
active as any other sister, could cany heavy loads, and re- 
mained in perfect health. 

"This cure is declared by the physician-in-chief of the 
hospital of Avignon, to have taken place in a manner be- 
yond the intervention of art, and to partake of the nature 
of a prodigy. It is certified in similar terms by two other 
medical men, also by the three Capitular vicars general, 
by one of the first barristers of Avignon, and by the supe- 
rioress and officials of the community." 

The Abbe Deleon in treating of this alleged miracle, p. 
147, proceeds as follows :— 

"On the 5th Sept. Mgr. de Bruillard writes to his collea- 
gue of Rochelle — ' I have ascertained the certainty of the 
miracle wrought in favour of the nun of St. Joseph, Sister 
St. Charles, of Avignon. His Grace the Archbishop is 
preparing a mandement as to this fact.' 

"This double assertion has nothing equivocal, it was re- 
peated at the conferences at the bishop's house ; the ma- 
jority of the commissioners accepted it without examina- 
tion; but it was from Avignon that the light ought to 
come ; for in the terms of the decree of the Council of 
Trent, no miracle ought to be proclaimed without the ap- 
probation of the bishop of the place. Avignon, However, 
preserves silence ; a year elapses and the announced man- 
dement does not appear ; the archbishop dies ; he has a 
successor, a prelate who would not allow himself to be 
taken in by the artifices of Rose Tamisier ; that prelate 
speaks, but it is only to declare positively that the miracle 
did not exist ! He declared this to his colleague and friend, 
the Bishop of Gap, and on the 23rd June, 1850, the Bishop 
of Gap, in the presence of a dozen priests, collected at the 
rectory of Vizille, communicated this canonical sentence 
to M. Chambon, vicar-general, and to M. Bouvier, the 
Dean of the Chapter, and afterwards honorary vicar-gene- 
ral of Grenoble. M. Rousselot learned this sentence of the 
Archbishop of Avignon from his two colleagues ; and how 
did he reply to it ? One way alone was open to a Catholic 
priest — to obtain a revision of the sentence of the arch- 
bishop of the place, or to maintain a respectful silence. 
Neither one course or the other was resorted to in regard 
to this pretended cure of the Sister St. Charles. The 
miracle of this cure does not exist; priests, the faithful, 
the Catholic world, have been all deceived, first by rash- 
ness, and afterwards by design." 

We must here pause, not to weary our readers, who, 
probably, have read cnongh to satisfy their minds as to 
the true character of the whole matter. There is much, 
however, remaining to be told as to the means used to give 
currency to the affair, which we may hereafter recur to, if 
our space should permit. 

+ - 

ROMAN CATHOLIC MORAL THEOLOGY.— 
Nx>. III. 
Is the articles on this subject, inserted in our last two 
numbers, we complained that while the Church of Rome 
boasts of her readiness to pronounce a decision on disputed 
matters of faith, nothing is more difficult than to obtain 
an authorized exponent of her system of morality. In de- 
fault of any more authoritative guide we selected, as the re- 
presentative of her moral teaching, one of her last canonized 
saints, St. Lignori ; and we answered the objections which 
have been made against our taking such works as his as 
fair specimens of the morality taught in the Church of 
Rome. Having thus disposed of preliminaries, we come 
to the questions what are the actual contents of St. 
Liguori's work, and whether his moral teaching reaches a 
high standard or not. 

In selecting his doctrine of equivocation and mental 
reservation to begin with, we are guided principally by the 
consideration, that it is ono for which materials are the 
most abundant, and in which the theory of Liguori has 
been recently adopted, defended, and put in practice by 
high authorities in the Church of Rome. A couple of years 
ago Dr. Murray, of Maynooth, who, as a controversalist, 
possesses more courage than discretion, and who seems to 
have a particular fancy for knocking his head against stone 
walls, selected this topic of equivocation and mental reser- 
vation for the subject of one of his theological essays, and 
did all that an ingenious man could to make a plausible 
defence for the Jesnit doctrine. The controversy was 
renewed in a very able article in the Christian Re- 
membrancer, January, 1854 (Liguori's "Theory of 
Truthfulness"),* to which we shall be much indebted, and 
in which a complete account was given of all that part of 
Liguori's work which treats of the subject now under dis- 
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enssion. This article received two replies — one in the 
Rambler for April, 1854, founded on Dr. Murray'* 
essay, and reproducing all his arguments ; the other in 
the Dublin Review, January, 1855, so dull and heavy that 
we consider we have given great proof of self-devotion is 
the cause of enlightening our readers, by reading it con- 
scientiously through, and enabling ourselves to give at 
summary of its principal contents. With all these ma- 
terials, then, we think it will be easy to find what is now 
the received doctrine in the Church of Rome on the subject 
of equivocation and mental reservation ; and what is the* 
best defence that can be made for it. We may add, a* 
another reason for selecting this subject, that it is one the 
application of which very frequently occurs in practice. 
Numbers of people, who are under comparatively liulet 
temptation to murder, or theft, or adultery, will often be 
tempted to offend with their tongues ; many of our reader* 
will, therefore, feel a practical interest in knowing what is 
recommended as right, or condemned as wrong, by persons 
who are considered by thousands of Christians as approved 
moral guides. 

Nothing can, at first sifjhr, be more promising than the 
doctrine of Alphonsus on the subject of lying. " A h'e^* 
says he, "is always a sin, even though it be told in joke, 
or" to benefit our neighbour ; even though by a lie a man 
could save his life, it would not be lawful to tell it."* So, 
likewise, Thcophilus Raynaud — " So foully venomous if » 
lie, that even though honour, life, or the salvation of the 
world, were at stake, and could be saved by ever so slight 
a lie, which would bring injury to none, yet ought that 
little lie to be rejected, aud the world's destruction rather 
permitted." We seem to hear the voice of one bred up. in 
the very strictest school of morals ; and men of the world 
will be tempted to take fright, and receive no counsel from 
so impracticable a theologian. But let them not be startled 
so easily. Wo shall find, as we study the Jesuit moral 
theology, that its general method is to lay down a rule, 
strict enough to satisfy the demands of the strictest of 
theorists, and then to cat out the heart of the rule with 
exceptions, numerous enough to permit of the l.txest of 
practice. And so all parties are satisfied ; for the piona 
are gratified by the conformity of the rule to Gospel mo- 
rality; while all who do not want to sin for the mer» 
pleasure of sinning will find that means will be found to 
enable them to gratify alt their wishes, without ever en- 
countering this rule, which looks so formidable. For 
instance, what could seem more inconvenient to a man who 
desired to deceive his neighbour than this rigorous con- 
demnation of "ever so small a'lie," even were one's "own 
life, or the salvation of the whole world at stake." Bat it 
will be seen that though we may not deceive our neighbour 
we may lawfully take steps to let him deceive himteif. 
And what a hardened sinner must that be who would 
prefer to accomplish his object by a sinful lie, when he 
could, with a good conscience, attain the same end by an 
innocent equivocation. But we had better begin at the 
beginning, and give St. Liguori's explanation what equivo- 
cation is. 

"Equivocation may be in three ways— 1. When a 
word has a double sense, as the Latin word ' volo' means 
either to wish or to fly. 2. When a sentence has two 
meanings — for example, This book is Peter's, maymeaa 
either that Peter is the owner oSthc book, or the author of 
it. 3. When words have two senses, one more common 
than the other ; or one literal, the other metaphorical. 

Thus, if a man is asked about something 

which it is expedient to conceal, he may answer, / say no— 
that is to say, I pionounco the word ' no.' Cardenas 
doubts about this ; but, saving his better counsel, he seem* 
to do so without reason, since the phrase / say really has 
two meaniugs ; it means to pronounce a word, or to assert; 
and iierc wc use it in the former sense, pronounce.'" 

"These things being laid down, it is certain and ad- 
mitted by all the doctors, that, for agood reason, it is lawful 
to use equivocation in any of the ways we have explained, 
and to confirm it by an oath. And the reason is, that we 
then do not deceive our neighbour, but allow hiin to deceive 
himself; and, on the other hand, we are not bound to 
speak according to the understanding of others, if there be 
a good reason. And any honest end, in order to preserve 
things good for the spirit, or useful to the body, would be 
a good reason." 

We do not intend, in this article, to enter into the dis- 
cussion whether Liguori's morality is good or not ; we 
only want to learn what his doctrines are, and we have it 
here stated distinctly enough, that for a good reason, wc 
may use equivocation, and confirm it by an oath ; and that 
the preservation of any temporal or spiritual advantage it 
to be considered as a good reason. To Illustrate, by exam- 
ple, the three kinds of equivocation just described— 
Suppose that we are asked whether we have seen a 
woman, and that we wish to conceal the fact that we have 
seen her, we must, on no account, answer " No ;" for this 
would be a lie, and it is not permitted us to deceive out 
neighbour, even if the salvation of tho whole world were 
at stake ; but we may let him deceive himself in any of the 
three following ways : — 1, Wo may answer, I saw her not 
— meaning " I saw the knot in which she tied up her hair;" 
or else meaning " I am not cutting her with a saw ;" and 
if the hearer is so careless as to suppose us to mean tint 
we did not see her, he is only deceiving himself, and we 
are not responsible. 2, Wc may answer, " I saw persons 

• St. Alpli. Instr. Cat., part I., c viii., cited Dabtin Rccica, p. 343. 



